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POSITION STATEMENT

OPPOSING VOUCHERS, TUITION TAX CREDITS AND
DEDUCTIONS AS SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION AID

The National PTA opposes education voucher proposals for public and nonpublic preschool,
elementary and secondary school students.

The National PTA opposes tax credits and deductions for elementary and secondary school
tuition and other education-related expenses for public and nonpublic school students.

The National PTA believes that these funding methods would have a detrimental effect on our
public school system. Such funding would promote division without diversity, create division
and separation within the community and negate the long struggle to desegregate our schools
and our society. It is the opinion of the National PTA that vouchers and similar systems would
violate the constitutionally mandated separation of church and state.

The National PTA recognizes that changes must be made within the public schools to provide an
equitable and excellent educational opportunity for every child. Vouchers, tax credits,
deductions and other such funding sources do not provide the means for bringing about
improvements in our public schools.

The National PTA supports our system of public education as the major vehicle for perpetuating
the basic values of a democratic system of government. This system must be strengthened and
continue to be governed by public officials accountable to the public and supported by
adequate funding.
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