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Youth-Led Service Grants FAQ

For answers to common questions, please refer to these FAQs. If you have any additional
guestions, please feel free to reach out to Programs@PTA.org.

What does "youth-led" really mean?

In the context of this grant program, "youth-led" means the youth co-applicant has a meaningful
role in shaping and leading the service project they design, with support from the adult PTA/PTSA
leader. Youth should act as primary project leaders, with real decision-making power. Adult PTA
leaders should act as facilitators, providing support and helping with problem-solving.

Youth should not act primarily as participants inserted into a pre-designed plan from the adult PTA
leader.

What is considered service?
Pulling from The Allstate Foundation's report on The Power of Youth Service:

“Service is any act that is intended to benefit people and/or communities. It includes structured
participation through schools, faith communities, volunteer organizations, and nonprofit
organizations. Involvement can also include meaningful acts in everyday life such as raking leaves
for a neighbor, helping a new student find their classes or picking up litter in a public space.”

How should we choose a service project?

Before choosing your area of service or a particular type of project, look and listen within your
community and with your peers. Because this project should be designed primarily by the youth
leader, they should consider their own experiences and the challenges they've observed within
theirimmediate community. The goal of your service project does not need to be extremely lofty or
ambitious. Rather, it needs to be a realistic and reasonable response to the challenge or need
you've decided to address.

Remember: you may not be able to fully solve large, institutional level problems facing your
community. You can, however, find ways to address a more immediate need within your
community while working towards building a better future for everyone.

Can our project be anything we want?
Your project can take many different forms, and it's up to you to determine the best format and
outcome for your project. National PTA will prioritize projects that are connected to key program
areas and issue priorities, such as:

e The arts and creative expression
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e Mental health

e School safety and violence prevention

e Healthy lifestyles and physical well-being

e Family engagement

e Digital safety and responsible technology use

e Inclusion, belonging and community connectedness
e Student leadership and service-learning.

While the exact nature of your project is up to you, projects within these topic areas must be
educational in nature or in service to communities. Projects cannot include lobbying or direct
advocacy related to campaigns or legislative proposals.

Does our project have to be a one-time event, or can it be an ongoing system?
It's up to you! Your project could be a one-time event, a series of events, an ongoing initiative, or
any other service format that is designed to address the need you've identified.

What can we use the funds for?

Grant funds should be used to support the planning and implementation of your service project.
This may include supplies, materials, communications/promotion, translation services,
transportation, event expenses or a variety of other expenses necessary to carry out your project.

Funds may not be used for guns, alcohol or tobacco.

Can multiple youth be involved in this project?

While each grantee team will have a designated youth applicant and adult co-applicant, you are
welcome to involve other youth in the project's design and implementation. Please ensure that any
involved youth track and submit the service hours spent on the project.

What support will National PTA provide if | receive this grant?

All selected grantees will participate in a mandatory grantee orientation call to learn more about
the grant requirements, have an opportunity to ask questions and share ideas with other grantees.
Additionally, the grantee cohort will meet regularly throughout the grant cycle to check-in, receive
peer support and brainstorm as needed. National PTA staff will also be available to provide
individual assistance as needed throughout the duration of the grant cycle.

Who should | contact if need help?
Please reach out to Programs@PTA.org for further information or assistance.
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