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Crumbling school facilities pose significant health and safety threats to over 50 million students 
and 3 million teachers in public schools. Chronic exposure to indoor air pollution, mold, pests, 
pesticides, radon, asbestos, lead, inadequate lighting and elevated noise levels is common and 
has a significant, negative impact on students’ health as well as their ability to learn and 
perform in school.  
 
In 2011, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimated that almost half of U.S. 
public schools have environmental conditions that contribute to poor indoor environmental 
quality (IEQ). A 2014 Department of Education study estimated that it would cost $197 billion 
to bring all public schools into good condition.   
 
And that’s not all. Too many schools lack access to sufficient high-speed digital infrastructure 
needed to support 21st-century learning. A 2017 EducationSuperHighway report found that 
over 19,000 schools serving more than 11.6 million students are, “without the minimum 
connectivity necessary for digital learning.”  
 
As Congress begins the overdue discussion on improvements to our nation’s infrastructure, 
National PTA urges members of Congress to: 
 
Include Schools in an Infrastructure Package   
Congress has indicated a desire to take up an infrastructure package to invest in America’s 
roads, transit, rail and aviation infrastructure. Additionally, Chairs of three U.S. House 
Committees released a framework for a five-year, $760 billion investment in infrastructure 
titled the “Moving Forward Framework.”1  
 
However, the framework does not include robust investments in school infrastructure. While 
Congressional leadership has indicated that schools will be part of an infrastructure package, 
their exclusion from formal documents such as the “Moving Forward Framework” is cause for 
concern. Similar to the federal role in upgrading roads and bridges, there must be a federal role 
to help eliminate the extreme inequities that currently exist in school facilities.  
 

• Congress must ensure that public schools are included in any infrastructure package 
considered this year. Schools are a critical part of our nation’s infrastructure and it is 
essential that investments are made to repair, renovate and modernize school 
facilities to ensure they are safe, healthy and well-equipped to advance student 
achievement, help grow our economy, and improve our competitiveness as a nation. 

 

 
1 United States House of Representatives (2020). Moving Forward Framework. Retrieved from 
https://transportation.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Moving%20Forward%20Framework.pdf  

https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2014/2014022.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/esh-sots-pdfs/2016_national_report_K12_broadband.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Moving%20Forward%20Framework.pdf
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• Congress must include provisions of the Rebuild America’s Schools Act 
(H.R.865/S.266) in any infrastructure package considered. H.R 865/S.266 would 
create a $70 billion grant program and $30 billion tax credit bond program 
prioritizing Title I schools with facilities that pose health and safety risks to students 
and staff. The bill would also create over 1.9 million jobs by addressing critical 
physical and digital infrastructure needs in schools. 

• There are about 100,000 public K-12 school facilities across the country. On any 
given school day, about 20% of Americans spend time in a school building. However, 
the average public school is nearly 50 years old. Even if local districts find innovative 
and creative ways to finance infrastructure projects, some districts will inevitably be 
left behind. Research has found that high-poverty and minority-serving schools are 
unable to adequately invest in school facilities.2 Schools predominantly serving 
white students spend nearly 50% more on construction than those serving minority 
students, and wealthy districts spend nearly triple the amount of their high-poverty 
counterparts.2   

• The scientific literature overwhelmingly highlights the benefits of healthy school 
buildings. A large body of research shows that the school building influences student 
success as much as any other factor.3 Environmental exposures in school buildings 
can impact student health, student thinking and student performance.3 If school 
infrastructure is left unaddressed, not only is the health of our students at risk, but 
learning opportunities are diminished, which jeopardizes their educational and 
economic futures, as well as the future of our nation’s economy and workforce. 

• Investments in school infrastructure would also benefit the American worker. 
According to an Economic Policy Institute analysis, 17,785 jobs would be generated 
by each $1 billion investment in the construction sector.4 America’s business leaders 
are also supportive of investments in infrastructure. In a macroeconomic modeling 
study conducted by the Business Roundtable, they found that an additional 1.1 
million jobs, largely in construction, would be created by year 10 of the policy 
scenario.5 

 

 
2 Building Educational Success Together (2006). Growth and Disparity A Decade of U.S. Public School Construction. 
Retrieved from http://www.21csf.org/csf-home/publications/best-growth-disparity-2006.pdf 
3 Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health (n.d.). Schools for Health. Retrieved from https://schools.forhealth.org/ 
4 Josh Bivens & Hunter Blair (2016). A public investment agenda that delivers the goods for American workers 
needs to be long-lived, broad, and subject to democratic oversight. Economic Policy Institute. Retrieved from 
https://www.epi.org/files/pdf/117041.pdf  
5 Business Roundtable (2019). Delivering for America: The macroeconomic impacts of reinvesting in America’s 
infrastructure systems. Retrieved from https://s3.amazonaws.com/brt.org/BRT-InfrastructureReport12052018.pdf  
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http://www.21csf.org/csf-home/publications/best-growth-disparity-2006.pdf
https://schools.forhealth.org/
https://www.epi.org/files/pdf/117041.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/brt.org/BRT-InfrastructureReport12052018.pdf

