
 

 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

 

RAISING THE STANDARDS OF MASS MEDIA 
Whereas, The National Congress of Parents and Teachers and its state branches and local 

units have for many years urged all agencies of mass communication and 
entertainment to set high standards in their industry codes and to conform 
faithfully to those standards; and 

Whereas, We are alarmed by evidence that some of the mass media are relaxing the 
standards fixed by those codes; and 

Whereas, Juvenile crime, illegitimate births, venereal disease, the use of narcotics and 
alcohol, and other forms of moral breakdown are growing at an alarming rate; 
and 

Whereas, We believe the excessive preoccupation with sordid sex and violence in 
magazines, books, motion pictures, and television is detrimental to children and 
youth; now therefore be it 

Resolved, That the National Congress of Parents and Teachers call upon producers and 
distributors in the communications field to fix upon themselves an obligation of 
restraint through improving their self-imposed codes and through conforming to 
these codes; and be it further 

Resolved, That all state branches, districts, councils, and units in the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers be encouraged to have mass media committees.  The 
purpose of such committees shall not be to censor materials but, through the 
use of criteria and reviews, to help parents raise their own level of discrimination 
and to make better choices of reading and viewing for their children.  To this end 
criteria and reviews of books, motion pictures, and television programs are 
available from the National Congress and from that state branches. 

Adopted: by the 1964 Convention Delegates                                  


