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RESOLUTION

CABLE TV IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

Whereas, The rapidly expanding cable TV systems with their potential for allowing the full
variety of educational programming and cultural life in the United States to be
expressed will make possible new communications services for homes, schools,
libraries, community groups, and municipal governments; and

Whereas, It is essential that decisions of the Federal Communications Commission and
municipal government should not foreclose options for public service and
educational uses of cable TV; and

Whereas, More than 2,600 cable TV franchises guarantee cable channels for non-profit
public service; and

Whereas, It is necessary that the public participate in the development of cable
communications in order to protect the public interest; be it therefore

Resolved, That the National PTA and all its branches assume leadership to assure that
sufficient channels for public service and educational uses are provided before
decisions on cable TV are finalized and franchises are awarded; and be it
further

Resolved, That the National PTA develop an educational program for its members and
inform the public of the need to participate in the development of cable
communications and systems, including participation in any public hearings
held before franchises are awarded by municipal governments; and be it
further

Resolved, That the National PTA urge the licensing authorities in areas where cable TV is
established to require commercial operators to serve the public interest, at

least on the same basis as commercial open circuit stations are now required to
do.

Adopted: by the 1972 Convention Delegates
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