Statewide Family
Engagement Centers (SFECs)

PTA and the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

National PTA’s Ask

National PTA urges Congress to increase its investment in family
engagement in education by providing at least $15 million (a $5 million
increase over FY 2019) for the Statewide Family Engagement Centers
(SFECs) program in the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education
and Related Agencies (L-HHS-ED) appropriations bill.
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What are SFECs?

The bipartisan Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFEC) program provides competitive grants to statewide organizations to create
centers that promote and implement evidence-based family engagement strategies. The SFEC program provides much-needed
technical assistance and partnership development to states and school districts to foster meaningful engagement with families to
further their children's academic and developmental progress. SFECs also provide vital direct services to improve engagement among
children, parents, teachers, school leaders, counselors, administrators and other school personnel with each other.

The SFEC program just embarked on the inaugural year of an initial five-year grant cycle after receiving $10 million in the FY18 and
FY19 appropriations process. The 12 initial grantees span the country—from Hawaii to Connecticut—and will serve rural, suburban
and urban communities through centers in their state. Each grantee will take evidence-based approaches to engage marginalized
families to support the success of their children at school, as well as build robust statewide partnerships to reach and engage more
parents in leadership and education decision-making. Each grantee will take a unique approach to empowering families as critical
partners in their child’s education through direct services and systemic enhancements.
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Current SFEC Grantees
Expected Funding
State Center Name Grantee Over Five Years
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