BYA POSITION STATEMENT

everychild.onevoice.”

LIBRARIES AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL

National PTA believes that students need access to information in order to explore and
experience the diversity of ideas in a pluralistic society. PTA recognizes and supports
the rights of parents to guide their children in choosing appropriate reading and
educational materials. PTA supports teachers in developing classroom libraries to
include appropriate reading and educational materials.  PTA also supports the rights
of both public libraries and school libraries to provide factually correct and historically
accurate information and materials that are free of censorship based on bias,
partisanship or doctrinal disapproval.

National PTA urges its members and leaders at all levels to monitor, support and
advocate for laws, regulations, policies and programs that:

Support a person’s right to use a library without bias.

Encourage the establishment of school system policies to ensure the rights of
educators, parents, students and other community members to assume roles in
the evaluation, selection and adoption or removal procedures for instructional
materials and of school library materials in public schools.

e Provide schools with materials that are free of bias and promote a diverse and
inclusive curriculum, providing a means to explore ideas and concepts, make
informed judgments and expand students’ access to a variety of resources.

e Provide age and developmentally appropriate educational materials which
includes family structure, gender identity, sexual orientation and sexual health.

e Present the diverse racial and ethnic heritages of this country, and the
contributions of all groups, including historically and currently marginalized
groups, in the educational materials and textbooks used by our schools.

e Portray accurately the role and contribution of all people in textbooks and
materials used by our public schools.

e Equitably m aintain and fund school libraries and media centers in all public
schools

Adopted: by the 2003 Board of Directors

1250 North Pitt Street - Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 800.307.4PTA (4782) - 703.518.1200 - Fax: 703.836.0942
PTA.org - info@PTA.org



