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Today’s Moderator:

Charles J. “Chuck” Saylors

• Serves as President of 
National PTA.

• Selected to be the first-ever 
male National President of 
PTA.

• Has been a member of PTA 
for more than 20 years.

• Is a father of four from South 
Carolina.



National PTA

• PTA is the nation’s oldest and largest child 

advocacy association.  

• PTA advocates for every child with one voice 

and delivers programs to serve schools and 

communities across the country.



Purpose

• Today we will:

• Help PTA leaders and parents understand what their 

role is in using and supporting academic standards

• Increase PTA leaders’ and parents’ understanding of 

the Common Core State Standards

• Educate PTA leaders and parents how to effectively 

use the Parents’ Guides to Student Success



Overview of Today’s Webinar

• What are Standards and Why are They Important?

• Overview of the Common Core State Standards

• Parents’ Guides to Student Success

• How to Use the Parents’ Guides

• Parents’ Perspective

• Administrator’s Perspective

• Q&A



Susan Pimentel

• Specializes in standards-
driven school reform.

• Works as an education 
writer, analyst, and 
consultant.

• Served as one of the writers 
for the Common Core State 
Standards in English 
language arts/literacy. 



Jason Zimba

• Co-founded Student 
Achievement Partners, an 
organization that designs policy 
actions for raising student 
achievement. 

• Served as one of the writers for 
the Common Core State 
Standards in mathematics.

• Co-founded The Grow Network, 
an education technology 
company that helps state and 
district school systems use 
assessment to inform 
instruction



• Standards are our compact with students and 

parents.

• Standards make students and parents partners 

in education.

• Standards promote a meeting of the minds.

Standards ensure ALL students have access to 

quality.

• Can you imagine a world without standards?

Why Standards?



Standards are the Centerpiece 

of a Strong Academic Program



• Create one set of clear and consistent 

expectations—high goals—for ALL students.

• Address student mobility issues.

• Keep students’ dreams alive.

• Help to ensure a skilled workforce and an 

enlightened citizenry.

• Offer economies of scale for development of 

curriculum, assessments and teacher 

preparation programs.

The Power of Common 

Standards



• College and career readiness standards 

developed summer of 2009

• Based on those exit standards, K-12 learning 

progressions were developed

• Multiple rounds of feedback from states, 

teachers, researchers, postsecondary faculty, 

parents, and the general public

• Final standards released on June 2, 2010

Recap of Standards’ 

Development Process



• Shaped by scholarly research 

• Informed by surveys on what skills are required 

of students entering college and workforce 

training (American Diploma Project, ACT, 

College Board)

• Built on assessment data that identifies college 

and career readiness performance

• Informed by standards from high-performing 

nations

Standards Grounded in 

Research & Evidence



Priorities from 

ELA/Literacy Standards

• Grade-by-grade 
progressions anchored 
in college and career 
readiness

• Spotlight on the 
complexity of what 
students read

• Focus on building 
vocabulary Contents

• Offer new grounding in 
informational text

• Highlight logic, 
reasoning, evidence 
and the art of argument

• Stress ability to conduct 
and report on research





Parents’ Guides to Student Success

• PTA partnered with experts on the Common Core 

State Standards to create grade by grade guides 

that reflect the Common Core State Standards. 

• Individual Guides were created for grades K-8 and 

two were created for grades 9-12 (one for English 

language arts/literacy and one for mathematics). 

Eleven (11) Guides were created in all.  



Parents’ Guides to Student Success

The Parents’ Guides include: 

1. Key items that children should be learning in English language arts and 

mathematics in each grade, once the Standards are fully implemented. 

2. Activities that parents can do at home to support their child’s learning. 

3. Methods (questions and sample topics) for helping parents build 

stronger relationships with their child’s teacher. 

4. Tips for planning for college and career (high school only). 

The Guides are available in both English and Spanish online at 

PTA.org/parentsguides. 



Parents’ Guides to Student Success







Parents and Education Administrators Can Partner Together to 
Develop a Plan to:

• Share the Guides with Parents When the Standards are 
Implemented in Your State

• Ensure that the Standards are Effectively Implemented in 
Your State and School District

Building Partnerships with 

Parent Leaders and Educators



A Parent’s Perspective:

Melisa Yeoman

• Been involved with Ohio PTA 
for 11 years

• Serves as the Director of 
Advocacy, Federal 
Legislative Chair, and Chair 
of the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative 
Committee for Ohio PTA. 



An Administrator’s Perspective: 

Denny Thompson

• Director Office of Curriculum and Instruction for the Ohio 

Department of Education

• Former elementary school principal, counselor, teacher and 

coach.

• He holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Cincinnati 

and a Master’s from Xavier University.



Q&A



For Additional Information:

• Visit PTA.org/parentsguide

• Talk with your State PTA or Local PTA (find yours at PTA.org)

• Learn more about the Common Core State Standards at 
www.corestandards.org
|

• To find out about your state’s current standards visit your 
State Education Agency’s web site (find yours at 
PTA.org/parentsguide)

http://www.corestandards.org/


(800) 307-4PTA (4782)
parentsguide@pta.org

PTA.org 


