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States will develop and adopt the standards through 

a collaborative process. First, a
 group of leading 

academic experts, in
cluding Achieve, ACT, and the 

College Board, drafted college and career ready 

standards that detailed expectations for what students 

should know and be able to do upon high school 

graduation. The college and career ready standards 

were released for public comment in early fall 2009. 

Those standards were used to develop corresponding 

K-12 standards that set expectations by grade level. 

States are being asked to adopt the standards based 

on their own timeline and context.1 States will have a 

great deal of flexibility w
hen adopting the standards, 

which are not connected to any federal mandate, high-

stakes assessment, or national curriculum. Rather, the 

common core standards establish clear expectations 

for what all students should know, and allow states to 

determine the best way for their students to reach these 

academic goals and achieve college and career success.

WHY COMMON CORE STANDARDS ARE 

IMPORTANT TO PARENTS

1) Consistent and clear standards prepare students 

for college, career, and citizenship. 

Currently, each state has its o
wn set of academic 

standards for students, which has led to wide-ranging 

expectations of what students should be able to learn 

and do before they graduate from high school. Several 

researchers have found that state standards and 

assessments are neither consistent across sta
tes nor 

aligned to college and workplace demands.2 These 

inconsistencies present a challenge for parents tryi
ng to 

OVERVIEW

The Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI) 

is an effort designed to improve educational outcomes 

for students by developing a set of consistent, 

voluntary, internationally-benchmarked academic 

standards in mathematics and English language arts. 

Currently, every sta
te has its o

wn standards, which 

has resulted in varied expectations and levels 

of academic rigor that are largely dependent on 

geography. Common core state standards are a first 

step to leveling the playing field to allow for equal 

access to an excellent education for all children. 

As the nation’s largest volunteer child advocacy 

association with over five million members who are 

parents, stu
dents, and teachers, the National Parent 

Teacher Association® (PTA®) is uniquely positioned 

to be an influential and credible voice in advancing 

the common core state standards. Since its fo
unding 

in 1897, PTA has worked toward its vi
sion of making 

every child’s potential a reality. E
nsuring high 

academic expectations for all students, regardless 

of their zip code, is aligned with PTA’s public policy 

priority of equity and opportunity for every child. 

BACKGROUND

The CCSSI is a joint effort led by the National Governors 

Association Center for Best Practices and the Council 

of Chief State School Officers to develop a common 

core of K-12 standards in English language arts and 

mathematics. The aim of this state-led initiative is to 

develop internationally-benchmarked standards that are 

aligned with college and work expectations. 
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More than a decade later, in 1994, President Bill 

Clinton signed legislation that represented a more 

comprehensive model of parental involvement in 

education.6 These changes required Title I schools 

to develop School-Parent Compacts outlining how 

students, parents, and schools would work together to 

meet state academic standards.7 The 1994 law also 

added multiple types of home and school involvement, 

and required Title I schools to spend at least one 

percent of their Title I funds on parental involvement.8

The newest version of ESEA, the No Child Left 

Behind Act of 2001 (ESEA-NCLB), addresses parent 

and family involvement in education in a number of 

sections, most notably Section 1118 of Title I and 

Title V. Section 1118 of Title I provides the most 

comprehensive policies on parent involvement in 

education and district and school responsibilities for 

communication and collaboration with parents. Title V 

authorizes Parental Information and Resource Centers 

(PIRCs), which are required to provide services to 

parents, schools, and the community that facilitate and 

develop parental involvement in education. ESEA-NCLB 

also contains, for the first time in law, a broad definition 

of parental involvement, based on the PTA National 

Standards for Parent and Family Involvement. Though 

the current ESEA-NCLB provides guidance on parental 

involvement, federal monitoring has found that State 

Education Agencies (SEAs), Local Education Agencies 

(LEAs), and schools are struggling to fully implement 

ESEA-NCLB’s parental involvement requirements.9

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY

In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson signed into law the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which 

remains the most comprehensive federal education 

legislation in the United States today. The original ESEA 

is best known for the its first chapter, Title I, which 

designates increased funding to schools and districts 

with low-income students in order to fight poverty and 

improve education in high need communities.1

When ESEA was first passed, the law did not include 

parental involvement requirements. Later that 

year, however, the U.S. Office of Education issued 

guidelines that schools should encourage parents 

to volunteer in the classroom.2 President Richard 

Nixon enacted ESEA changes in 1973 that required 

all schools receiving Title I funds to establish Title 

One Parent Advisory Councils (TOPACs) which would 

have a membership elected by and composed of 

parents.3 TOPACs and parental involvement provisions 

were further strengthened in 1978. In addition to 

increasing TOPAC’s capacity and authority to make 

decisions with school districts on the use of federal 

funds, the Education Amendments of 1978 required 

parents to be involved in developing programs and 

provided with information about Title I progress and 

their children’s academic performance.4 

The reauthorization of ESEA in 1982, however, weakened 

or eliminated many of these requirements, leaving ESEA 

without strong parental involvement provisions.5 

Parental Engagement in the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act- 
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ment resulting in student success.3 Shared respon-
sibility requires parents to do their part to support 
their children’s learning, from turning off the TV, to 
communicating with teachers about their children’s 
progress, to checking (and sometimes helping with) 
homework, and more. But even though parents want 
the best for their children, many do not receive the  
information and support from school and district staff 
that they need to understand the importance of the 
parental role in children’s education and how best  
to fulfill that role. Lack of school communication to  
parents is linked to lower levels of involvement,  
particularly in lower-performing schools,4 and parents 
are more likely to engage when school personnel 
value, expect, and invite them to be involved.5 Thus, 
a shared responsibility for family engagement also 
requires the commitment of school and district staff 
to reach out to parents in meaningful ways that help 
them support their children’s academic achievement.

Given that district leadership and capacity building 
play a key role in supporting strategic and systemic 
family engagement, it is important to better under-
stand what that leadership and capacity building 
looks like, how it can be developed and sustained, 
and how federal, state, and local policies can  

There is widespread consensus that family engage-
ment is a critical ingredient for children’s school 
success “from cradle to career.” Research suggests 
that family engagement promotes a range of benefits 
for students, including improved school readiness, 
higher student achievement, better social skills  
and behavior, and increased likelihood of high  
school graduation.1 Policymakers, practitioners, and 
researchers also recognize family engagement as a 
critical intervention strategy that maximizes return 
on other investments in education. Early childhood 
education programs that have demonstrated sig-
nificant short- and long-term benefits for children 
all have intensive family involvement components. 
Furthermore, investing in family engagement can be cost 
effective. For example, schools would have to spend 
$1,000 more per pupil to reap the same gains in stu-
dent achievement that an involved parent brings.2

Even though it is clear that family engagement matters, 
less well understood is the role of school districts 
in promoting this engagement. This brief examines 
how school districts build systemic family engagement 
from cradle to career as a core education reform  
strategy to ensure that parents, educators, and  
administrators share responsibility for family engage-
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 • PTA Policy Issue Cards: Brief synopses of National PTA’s 
positions and key messages on important issues of the day, 
ranging from education funding to safe school environments.                               
 • State Laws on Family Engagement in Education: A 
reference guide on family engagement provisions within state 
education laws, intended to help families better advocate for their 
children at the school and district level, to guide development of 
legislative reform initiatives and to support efforts to monitor the 
implementation of current laws.
 • Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI): 
Resources to support the adoption and implementation of common 
core state standards. CCSSI is a voluntary, state-led effort to develop 
clear, consistent academic standards in English language arts and 
mathematics.  

 

Through the PTA network, members have access to advocacy 
support in the form of training and leadership:

 • Policy workshops & Training of Trainers: National and 
state PTA conventions, as well as the National PTA Legislative 
Conference, offer federal and state policy workshops each year.  
National PTA also hosts advocacy training of trainers workshops 
to engage and educate parent advocates at every level, whether 
on the district, state, or federal level.
 • PTA federal legislative chairs (FLCS):  These state 
leaders ensure  that all members have information about PTA’s 
federal policy  priorities. They maintain have relationships with 
their states’ U.S. senators, representatives, and congressional 
staffers, and coordinate their states’ responses to PTA action 
alerts. To get in touch with your state’s federal legislative chair, 
contact your state PTA offi ce. 
 • Legislation Committee: Appointed by the President of 
PTA, the Legislation Committee serves as an advisory group 
to the Offi ce of Public Policy and the Board of Directors on key 
policy and advocacy initiatives.

Join the PTA Takes Action 
Network today!

Sign up at PTA.org/TakesAction

• Serve on a local school board; attend school board meetings.
• Attend school district meetings on topics such as healthy 

alternatives in the lunchroom and federal, state, and local 
budget cuts. 

• Work with school leaders and state education offi cials to 
implement PTA’s National Standards for Family-School 
Partnerships.

• Write a letter to the editor of your local Newspaper about the 
importance of family engaement in education 

Advocacy resources 
Go to PTA.org/Public_policy.asp or the following resources to 
help you speak up for federal, state, and local policies that 
benefi t our children: 
 • PTA Takes Action Update:  A monthly electronic 
newsletter about federal legislation affecting families, schools, 
and communities, plus action alerts that help members make a 
difference on key issues.
 • PTA Public Policy Agenda: National PTA’s 
recommendations on key legislation and policies to Congress 
and the Administration.

 • Policy Issue Briefs: Information on research, best 
practices nd federal legislation related to PTA’s public policy 
priorities. Issue briefs detail the history of the law and PTA’s 
involvement on the issue, explains current provisions in the 
legislation, and highlights best practices and research in the 
field. 

 • Online Advocay Toolkit: How-to’s for building 
relationships with members of Congress, working with the 
media, and understanding the legislative process. 


